ALIEN  LABOR 


One  important  matter  occupying  the  minds  of  the  workers  of  Canada,  especially 
of  those  workers  who  have  just  returned  from  the  Great  War,  is  the  Alien  Labor 
Question. 

The  writer  has  been  asked  the  following  questions  by  some  members  of  the 

G.  W.  V.  A. 

I.  What  is  the  attitude  of  Socialism  on  the  Alien  Labor  Question? 

II.  Will  there  be  unemployment  under  a  Socialist  Administration  of  Industry? 

III.  Is  not  the  Alien  an  undesirable  citizen? 

We  will  endeavor  to  answer  these  questions  in  the  same  order  in  which  they  were 
asked. 

I. 

What  is  the  attitude  of  Socialism  on  the  Alien  Labor  Question? 

The  Socialist  Movement  is  International.  Its  object  is  to  organize  the  working  class 
of  the  wrorld  Industrially  and  Politically,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  over  the  capitalistic- 
ally  owned  means  of  wealth  production  (mills,  mines,  railroads,  steamship  lines,  fac¬ 
tories,  department  stores,  etc.),  by  the  workers,  to  be  operated  by  them  for  use  and 
not  for  profit. 

This  being  the  object  of  the  Socialist  Movement,  it  has  and  needs  no  separate  policy 
for  dealing  with  the  question  of  Alien  Labor. 

Today  you  and  I,  being  members  of  the  working  class,  have  only  one  means  of  get¬ 
ting  a  living — by  getting  a  job.  To  get  that  job  we  must  go  to  the  private  owner  of 
some  industrial  plant  and  offer  to  work  for  wages.  We  know  that  if  there  are  more 
men  looking  for  jobs  than  there  are  jobs  to  be  had,  some  of  us  must  go  without  work. 
As  a  consequence  to  the  use  of  labor-saving  machinery,  the  shutting  down  of  war  indus¬ 
tries  and  the  return  of  large  numbers  of  workers  from  European  battlefields,  the  pros¬ 
pects  of  jobs  for  all  are  exceedingly  slim,  and  the  question  of  foreign  labor  looms  large. 

The  greater  number  of  foreigners  in  this  country  were  brought  in  by  the  employing 
class  in  order  that  the  labor  market  would  be  sufficiently  stocked  to  ensure  a  low  wage 
for  labor  and  a  high  profit  for  capital.  The  employing  class  buy  labor-power  as  a  com¬ 
modity,  paying  its  price  as  a  wage.  This  wage  constitutes  only  a  part  of  the  wealth 
labor  produces.  In  other  words,  you  cannot  buy  off  the  market  with  your  wages  the 
same  amount  of  wealth  you  put  on  it  with  your  labor.  The  result  is  a  glut  on  the  mar¬ 
ket.  Factories  are  closed  and  workers  by  the  thousands  thrown  out  of  their  jobs. 

This  brings  us  to  our  second  question. 

II. 

Will  there  be  unemployment  under  a  Socialist  Administration  of 
Industry? 

No! — How?  With  the  workers  receiving  the  full  social  value  for  their  work  there 
will  be  no  profits  to  accrue  to  a  job-owning  class.  The  worker  will  receive  enough  for 
his  work  to  take  off  the  market  as  much  as  he  put  on.  Then  the  competition  for  jobs 
will  cease  and  the  incentive  against  the  Alien  will  disappear. 

(OVER) 


III. 


Is  not  the  Alien  an  undesirable  citizen? 

The  Alien  has  been  considered  undesirable  on  account  of  his  lower  standard  of 
living-.  But  for  this  he  was  only  remotely  responsible.  In  his  own  land  he  was  a  suf¬ 
ferer  througrh  exploitation  and  unfortunate  conditions.  He  left  the  land  of  his  birth 
in  many  cases  because  he  vras  led  to  believe  by  smooth-tongued  employment  agents  that 
this  was  a  land  flowing  wTith  milk  and  honey. 

In  this  country  the  employers  by  paying  foreigners  low  wages  are  directly  respon¬ 
sible  for  trying  to  lower  the  standard  of  living.  If  there  were  no  Aliens  here,  the  capi¬ 
talists  would  try  the  same  thing  by  using  the  lowrest  paid  and  longest  unemployed  Cana¬ 
dians  as  a  means  of  forcing  wages  down.  If  foreigners  were  excluded  from  Canada, 
the  development  of  labor-displacing  machinery  would  bring  Canadians  face  to  face  with 
the  same  problem  of  unemployment. 

It  is  the  capitalist  system  which  is  undesirable  and  against  which 
all  workers  should  unite. 

Lately  the  Alien  has  been  called  undesirable  because  he  demanded  high  wages  and 
was  accumulating  money  with  which  to  return  home. 

In  this,  however,  is  proof  that  he  seeks  to  raise  his  standard  of  living,  thus  remov¬ 
ing  the  menace  from  a  low  standard.  The  real  menace  lies  in  that  class  who,  through 
the  private  ownership  of  industry,  shut  off  the  workers  from  the  means  of  creating  food 
and  clothing  for  themselves. 

Given  wTorld-wide  Socialism,  the  foreigner  could  live  as  well  in  the  land  of  his  birth 
as  in  any  other  land.  He  would  not  be  driven  over  the  face  of  the  globe  in  search  of 
work.  He  could  obtain  work  -without  exploitation  at  home  and  would  naturally  prefer 
to  remain  there.  If  he  chose  to  go  to  another  land  he  would  not  be  exploiting  any  one 
there,  so  would  be  no  menace. 


THE  REMEDY 

The  Alien  Labor  Question,  then,  resolves  itself  into  one  of  the  side  issues  ®f  capi¬ 
talism. 

Deport  all  residents  not  of  British  descent  or  extraction,  you  still  have  left  th' 
system  of  private  ownership  of  industry  and  production  for  profit.  You  still  have  the 
■wages  system  and  ever-recurring  periods  of  unemployment. 

The  real  remedy  is  for  every  member  of  the  working  class  to  join  an  Industrial 
L’nion  and  build  up  the  system  of  a  new  Industrial  Order  within  the  shell  of  the  present 
one,  and  to  join  a  Socialist  Political  Party  supporting  Industrial  Unionism,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  when  successful  at  the  polls,  to  change  over  the  title  deeds  of  capitalist  pro¬ 
perty  from  private  hand£  to  the  collecive  working  class  grouped  in  Industrial  Organ¬ 
izations. 

When  this  is  done  all  other  industrial  questions  will  practically  adjust  themselves. 
The  Alien  Labor  Question  will  dissolve  of  its  own  accord. 


